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- the first major nation to bring forward
legislation to enshrine this target in to law.

According to the CCC, meeting it will
require fundamental land use change. It
wants to see a massive increase in tree
planting, improved forestry management,
restoration of peatlands and a shift to
low-carbon farming practices.

Controversially, the CCC argues that there
needs to be a significant shift in diets away
from beef, lamb and dairy and a switch to
poultry, pork and plant-based foods such as
legumes and pulses. This would facilitate a
reduction of up to 4.5m ha of grassland and
rough grazing, which could enable the
establishment of up to 1.5m ha of new
woodland to store carbon by 2050, along
with up to 1.2m hectares for bioenergy crops.

It’s a point fiercely contested by farm
leaders who argue it’s a mistake to design a
nation’s agricultural system solely around an
approach that cuts greenhouse gases without
regard to the wider environmental benefits of
grass-fed beef and sheep.

Minette Batters, president of the National
Farmers’ Union, argues that critics fail to
acknowledge the carbon footprint of UK
cattle is two-and-a-half times lower than the
global average. Animal products also play an
importantrole in a balanced diet. N

“This is absolutely the right time for the
country and our sector to set ourselves
challenging goals, she says of the NFU's ail
to reach net zero greenhouse gas e i
across the whole of agricultm'e"i?n

and Wales by 2040. i
‘But we firmly bqliev that we
tackle climate change by d
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who may not have the same high standards
of environmental protection, or the same
ambition to reduce their climate impact’

Will Gemmill, Head of Farming at Strutt &
Parker, is convinced there will always be
demand for meat and dairy products, but
innovative methods need to be developed to
help produce them more sustainably and in
line with consumer trends.

‘We still have a growing global population
and a lot of hungry mouths to feed, so we
mustn’t lose sight of that, but we have to
produce food as efficiently as we can along
the whole supply chain and significantly
reduce food waste.

Cover crops are likely to become more
widely used and growers will come under
pressure to move towards low tillage
solutions, given that ploughing releases

carbon locked up in soil into the atmosphere.

More generally, farms and estates will
need to reduce their carbon footprint
through further investment in renewable
energy projects.

‘There will be some tough choices ahead,
some of which will be driven by legislation
and some by financial incentives, such as
grant funding, he says. ‘But those who can
align their businesses to this new agenda will
be helping agriculture be seen as part of the
solution and should also be making their
businesses more resilient. N

woodfuel and sporting activities.

‘We know that big business is already
putting money into tree-planting projects in
emerging nations and we need to find ways
to divert some of that money into supporting
tree planting in the UK.

Biodiversity offsetting is another financial
opportunity, involving landowners being
paid to manage ground in a way that
supports wildlife to offset the impact of
residential and commercial developments
elsewhere. While addressing climate change
is not the primary objective, protecting and
restoring ecosystems in this way could help
society cope with its impact, as biodiversity
and climate are closely interrelated.
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GENETIC GAINS

Gene editing could be used

to develop beneficial traits
11 in crops and livestock that

SHIFTS IN FARMING will boost productivity, while
_— at the same time reducing
AND LAND greenhouse gas emissions as
T they will require fewer inputs.
MANAGEMENT

PRACTICES ARE

By improving efficiency,
farmers will be able to
NEVITABLE’

produce the same amount
of food, but with a lighter
environmental footprint.
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